Book Review
HARVESTMEN: The Biology of Opiliones
Ricardo Pinto-da-Rocha, Glauco Machado & Gonzalo Giribet (Editors),
Harvard University Press 2007

John Hancock
Though my primary passion has always been with
Araneae and I am reluctant to learn a new group of arachnids, I
am consistently drawn toward Opiliones. However, with
encouragement from Robert Holmberg and the fact that I
collected the amazing Taracus species in my study area, I have
taken the first step with this new work on Harvestmen.
This voluminous work covers every conceivable aspect
of the biology of Opiliones. The Contents page clearly
demonstrates its breadth: morphology, functional anatomy,
phylogeny, biogeography, taxonomy, paleontology,
cytogenetics, ecology, diet and foraging, natural enemies,
defense mechanisms, social behavior, reproduction,
development, ecophysiology, along with methods and study
techniques.
Twenty-five contributors pooled their knowledge to
make 15 chapters. Together, they answered relevant questions
within each of the diverse fields listed above. The extensive
references are a great help. My only criticism of this work from
a student's perspective is a conspicuously missing glossary.
Like many people I love good books and I can heartily recommend this work on Opiliones. In fact, I
treated myself to a hard-back copy.

Arachnids on the Web
Eurospiders: http://www.eurospiders.com (Stefan Sollfors)
Spiders of Europe: http://jorgenlissner.dk (Jørgen Lissner)
Coelotinae: http://www.amaurobiidae.com (Xinping Wang)
Oonopidae: http://research.amnh.org/oonopidae/ (AMNH, Planetary Biodiversity Inventory)

How to Contribute to the Canadian Arachnologist
Contributions to the Canadian Arachnologist annual newsletter may be sent to the editor at any time
throughout the year. To be certain contributions will be reviewed for the May 2007 issue, please send your
articles or news items no later than April 7, 2008. There are no page fees and copies are freely mailed to
Canadian recipients. Additional copies may be ordered at the recipient’s expense. Back-issues are deposited
and permanently stored in the Cameron Library at the University of Alberta and are also freely available on
the Canadian Arachnologist website, http://canadianarachnology.webhop.net.
The Canadian Arachnologist has a readership of over 200 amateur and professional Canadian
arachnologists and over 100 international recipients. Your contribution will always be welcomed!
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